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The thirty-fifth is a composition in the style of the eighth, and the earlier part of the twenty-ninth. AM Zayd describes a wine-cask metaphorically under the name of a maiden, for whom, as he tells the people, he desires to purchase wedding attire. They give him money, and it turns out that by the wedding attire is meant a flagon and a cup, which were necessary to wed, as it were, the wine-cask to the drinker.
The thirty-sixth contains twenty conundrums, all of the same form: " What word signifies so and so ? " For instance, what word signifies "Keceive a thousand de-nars." The answer is, <LoU (she that guides aright): for U means "take," and <DJ is the fine or blood-wit for killing a man, which was fixed at a thousand denars. It is needless to give any further specimens of the author's ingenuity. The answers to these conundrums, and to the legal questions in the thirty-second, are given by Hariri himself, at the end of the respective Assemblies.
The thirty-seventh exhibits Abu Zayd and his son before the Kadi of Sa'dah, obtaining money from him, as usual, by trickery. The father accuses the son of disobedience, and the son declares that his father had sought to degrade him by making him a beggar. The son recites some lines against beggary which he says his father had once taught him, and which justified him in disobeying the paternal commands; and the father retorts with others, which the son had recited to him, in praise of making gain in every way possible. The dialogue is kept up with great spirit, and the adventure ends by the Kadi bestowing his bounty on both.
In the thirty-eighth, Abu Zayd addresses the governor of a town in some fine verses in praise of liberality to men